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TODAY'S HEADLINES 

Law Practice
Kaye Scholer's LA office hit with
another departure
Adding to a recent string of partner
defections, Jeffrey Chester, the head of
Kaye Scholer LLP's renewable energy
project finance and development practice,
has left the firm for a position at Morrison &
Foerster LLP.
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit
State court ruling barring anti-gay
juror bias may influence federal
case
While a federal appellate panel considers
whether trial lawyers can exclude
prospective jurors due to their sexual
orientation, a California court of appeal
answered no to that cutting-edge gay rights
question more than a decade ago.
Securities
$14 million whistle-blower award is
a game changer
On Oct. 1, the SEC announced the largest
whistle-blower award yet since launching its
whistle-blower program in 2011. By
Thomas A. Zaccaro, Eleanor K.
Mercado and Sarah Kelly-Kilgore
Intellectual Property
San Jose chipmaker turns to jury in
licensing dispute
Entrenched in a patent licensing dispute with
chipmaker Realtek Semiconductor, LSI is
betting it can present a more persuasive
case to jurors than to the judge overseeing
the case.
Natural Resources
Big stakes in Coachella Valley
water wars
Indeed, the Colorado River is the source of
drinking water for over 33 million people. By
Tiffany Keith Ackley
Labor/Employment
Employment protection for abuse
victims
The governor recently signed a bill which
provides employment protections for victims
of domestic and sexual violence. By
Sharon Terman and Rachael
Langston
Real Estate
Real Estate Deals
A roundup of recent real estate activity and
the lawyers involved.
Mergers & Acquisitions
Fenwick guides $1.5 billion Finnish
game company deal
Firm helps with the sale of 51 percent of
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Fresno firm Lang, Richert & Patch celebrates 50th anniversary
The 20-attorney firm has survived multiple recessions by creating a mix of
practices that keep attorneys busy during good financial times and bad.

By Joshua Sebold

Daily Journal Staff Writer

Fresno law firm Lang, Richert & Patch is celebrating
its 50th anniversary Thursday. The 20-attorney firm
has survived multiple recessions by creating a mix of
practices that keep attorneys busy during good
financial times and bad. The firm has also become
known for its active role in the local community and
its dedication to pro bono work, especially through
its partnerships with Central California Legal
Services Inc. and California Rural Legal Assistance
Inc. in Fresno.

The firm grew from two attorneys to more than 20 and is now content to hover between 20 and 26,
preserving its culture and ensuring all attorneys are actively involved, leaders said.

"We didn't want a law firm with just a couple major partners," said name partner Robert L. Patch II. "We
wanted lawyers with an entrepreneurial attitude who wanted to practice at a very high level."

The firm was founded in 1962 by bankruptcy attorney Frank H. Lang and construction litigator Philip C.
Fullerton. They were joined by William T. Richert, who bridged the gap as a commercial litigator who also
had a large dissolution practice. Fullerton retired in the early 1980s and moved to France with his family.
Richert rose to prominence and had been named incoming president of the Fresno County Bar Association,
but tragically died of heart failure during his inauguration speech in 1993. Patch, another commercial
litigator with experience in construction cases, joined the firm a few years later.

The firm has added personal injury work along with some insurance matters and labor and employment
defense, but it has mostly stuck to its core practice areas of commercial litigation, especially in the
construction industry, and bankruptcy.

"We tried to limit the type of work we were doing," Patch said. "Now the trendy word is boutique, but then
it was just a business decision."

Mediator Douglas E. Noll, who practiced with the firm for more than 20 years before leaving the litigator's
life in 2000, said major corporate clients were usually shocked to find how small yet effective the firm's
litigation teams were.

"They would say, 'Well, where's your entourage?'" he said. "I would say, 'You're looking at it.'"

Noll said his former colleagues were the smartest people he ever worked with.

"I have no desire to go back to practicing law, but if I did, I would go back in a heartbeat," Noll said.

The firm has been careful to select practice areas that balance each other out during good times and bad.
The firm's managing partner, Matthew W. Quall, a commercial litigator with an emphasis on construction
law, branched out to keep busy during the recent downturn.

"Through the recession, I adopted a creditors' rights practice representing lenders and debt buyers," he said.

The firm has represented Wells Fargo & Co. and collections agency Unifund CCR LLC in a multitude of
collections cases.

The construction practice has represented Black & Veatch Holding Co. and Zumwalt Construction Inc.,
while JPMorgan Chase & Co. and California State University, Bakersfield have hired the firm for labor and
employment matters.

The firm's bankruptcy practice is currently representing the creditors' committee in TWN Investment Group
LLC's bankruptcy case.

Lang, Richert & Patch is dedicated to the concept of community, judging by its internal policies - it
promotes from within rather than adding lateral hires - and its external actions, such as volunteering in the
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Supercell Oy to Japanese communications
giant Softbank and game developer
Gungho.
Judicial Profile
Jeffrey K. Winikow
Superior Court Judge Los Angeles County
(Mosk)
Law Practice
Fresno firm Lang, Richert & Patch
celebrates 50th anniversary
The 20-attorney firm has survived multiple
recessions by creating a mix of practices
that keep attorneys busy during good
financial times and bad.
Government
Lengthy veto of sex abuse bill
draws criticism
Gov. Brown blasts the proposed law for its
specific focus on private institutions
Corporate Counsel
Jay M. Spitzen
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of
Vocera Communications Inc San Jose

San Joaquin Valley.

Quall is a child of the Valley. He grew up in Merced and cut his teeth as a deputy district attorney, trying
more than 20 cases in Contra Costa County before joining the firm 15 years ago. He became managing
partner last November after repeated prodding from his colleagues.

"We tried to get him to become managing partner earlier, but he had such an amazing practice it was really
difficult," Patch said.

Recently, the firm has been institutionalizing a pro bono program, honoring Richert's legacy of encouraging
partners to contribute time to the local community. The firm has contributed $175,000 worth of time to pro
bono efforts this year. The firm began working with Central California Legal Services (CCLS) years ago,
following the lead of associate Ana de Alba, who will become a partner in November.

Chris A. Schneider, executive director of the legal services organization, said Alba's parents were
farmworkers and she had childhood memories of her mother working for an entire summer without being
paid.

Alba and Schneider's collaboration led the firm and CCLS to form a monthly workers' rights clinic last year,
which provides free legal advice to workers, who travel from as far as 100 miles to get help.

"[Lang, Richert & Patch] is really one of the leaders in providing pro bono here in the Central Valley,"
Schneider said.
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